
480 In This Issue

481 Editorial
JSAH: The Electronic, Multimedia Edition
hilary ballon

Articles
482 Where the Courtyard Meets the Street: Spatial Culture of the Li Neighborhoods, 

Shanghai, 1870–1900
samuel y. liang

504 A Nation That Bathes Together: New York City’s Progressive Era Public Baths
andrea renner

532 Race, Place, and Play: Robert Moses and the WPA Swimming Pools in New York City
marta gutman

562 Building for Learning in Postwar American Elementary Schools
amy f. ogata

Exhibitions
592 In Pursuit of Antiquity; reviewed by joseph rykwert

Steps off the Beaten Path: Nineteenth-Century Photographs of Rome and its Environs;
reviewed by daniel mcreynolds

Hawaiian Modern: The Architecture of Vladimir Ossipoff; 
reviewed by astrid m. b. liverman

Richard Rogers + Architectes; reviewed by victoria newhouse

Books
600 Greek Architecture and its Sculpture, by Ian Jenkins

Temple Decoration and Cultural Identity in the Archaic Greek World: 
The Metopes of  Selinus, by Clemente Marconi; 
reviewed by bonna d. wescoat

The Divine Nature of Power: Chinese Ritual Architecture at the Sacred Site of Jinci, 
by Tracy Miller; reviewed by yunsheng huang

VOLUME 67 NUMBER 4 DECEMBER 2008



The Serpent and the Stylus: Essays on G. B. Piranesi, edited by Mario Bevilacqua, 
Heather Hyde Minor, and Fabio Barry

Piranesi as Designer, edited by Sarah E. Lawrence; 
reviewed by john pinto 

Gaetano Chiaveri (1689–1770). Architetto romano della Hofkirche di Dresda, by Costanza Caraffa;
reviewed by robin thomas

Thomas U. Walter: The Lectures on Architecture, 1841–1853, edited by Jhennifer Amundson;
reviewed by michael j . lewis 

Oskar Strnad 1897–1935, edited by Iris Meder and Evi Fuks
Moderat Modern. Erich Boltenstern und die Baukultur nach 1945, edited by Judith Eiblmayr 

and Iris Meder; 
reviewed by christopher long

Eero Saarinen, by Jayne Merkel; reviewed by hélène lipstadt

Aldo van Eyck: Writings, edited by Vincent Ligtelijn and Francis Strauven; 
reviewed by robert mccarter 

The Boardinghouse in Nineteenth-Century America, by Wendy Gamber
At Home in the City: Urban Domesticity in American Literature and Culture, 1850–1930, 

by Betsy Klimasmith; 
reviewed by elizabeth collins cromley

Biography of a Tenement House in New York City: An Architectural History of 97 Orchard
Street, by Andrew Dolkart

Cheap and Tasteful Dwellings, by Jan Jennings; 
reviewed by ladale c. winling

The Taylorized Beauty of the Mechanical: Scientific Management and the Rise of  Modernist
Architecture, by Mauro F. Guillén; reviewed by john v. maciuika

Domesticity at War, by Beatriz Colomina; reviewed by hilde heynen 

The Spectator and the Topographical City, by Martin Aurand; reviewed by kirk savage

Multimedia and Websites
626 Ant Farm Video (DVD), directed by Ant Farm; reviewed by felicity d. scott

Architecture and Animation in the Films of Gordon Matta-Clark: The Films of Gordon 
Matta-Clark (VHS and DVD); reviewed by spyros papapetros

634 Letters to the Editor

636 Index



480

Samuel Y. Liang examines a form of hybrid urbanism in
Where the Courtyard Meets the Street: Spatial Culture of
the Li Neighborhoods, Shanghai, 1870–1900. In li residen-
tial compounds, foreign landowners introduced a business
model of relatively large-scale production but relied on
Chinese compradors and contractors to build the li houses. As
a result of this hybrid production, the li combined vernacular
architectural motifs and rigid row layout, but generated fluid
spaces between houses, neighborhoods, and streets, which
replaced the traditional walled domains. By analyzing contem-
porary textual and visual materials, Liang shows how these
innovative forms transformed the traditional Chinese spatial
order and hierarchy, and how the borderline between the elite
and lower class was redefined in the inclusive neighborhoods of
late nineteenth-century Shanghai.

* * *
The next articles shed light on the American public realm by
highlighting three building types that flourished during the
first half of the twentieth century: the public bathhouse, swim-
ming pool, and elementary school.

Between 1891 and 1915, Progressive Era reformers erected at
least twenty-nine public bathhouses throughout New York City’s
slums. A Nation that Bathes Together: New York City’s
Progressive Era Public Baths examines the development of
this building type as it evolved from an institution devoted to
cleanliness to one that promoted recreation. Andrea Renner
shows how reformers established public baths as a sanitary meas-
ure and as a means to elevate the perceived immorality of the
working class and transform them, by way of cleanliness, into
“proper” Americans. Early public baths were based on new
European models and provided patrons with an efficient cleans-
ing, but the working class rejected institutionalized bathing.
Progressive Era reformers responded by placing the popular
swimming pool in public baths, an act that offers insight into
lower-class agency in Progressive Era reform efforts and points
to a more sensitive view of middle-class reformers. Renner’s
analysis of the functional shift of the baths from hygienic show-
ers to recreational swimming sets the stage for the monumental
pools discussed in the next article.

During the New Deal, Robert Moses, commissioner of parks,
organized the construction of modern public swimming pools
in New York City. Historians allege Moses not only tolerated
race prejudice in the pools, but also deliberately segregated
them in East and Central Harlem. Race, Place, and Play:
Robert Moses and the WPA Swimming Pools in New York
City shows that the sweeping charges do not hold up under
close scrutiny of the physical city. Marta Gutman argues that
Moses, a racial conservative, embraced centralized planning,
standardization, and other features of modern architecture to
make “separate and equal” a tangible reality for children in the
new pools. Framing the discussion in terms of individual prej-
udice has distracted attention from more powerful dynamics
of racism; it also has discounted the actions of children, who
integrated pools in some neighborhoods, allowing democratic
citizenship to grow through play.

In Building for Learning in Postwar American Elementary
Schools, Amy F. Ogata examines a building type that gained
wide public attention as communities responded to postwar
demographic, curricular, and social needs. She argues that
modernist discourses around technology and the rhetoric of
educational progressivism were disseminated in public schools
for the baby boom after World War II. Elementary schools,
mostly built in rural and suburban areas, were created prima-
rily for white middle-class children but were promoted as
model solutions to the larger problem of educating unprece-
dented numbers of American children. As designers and edu-
cational experts explored new ideas for plans, materials,
lighting, and furniture, they consistently invoked progressive
educational values that emphasized the individuality of the
child’s experience. The schools also show how architects, man-
ufacturers, school planners, and local citizens created a norma-
tive mass-produced modernism in the postwar era.

* * *
With this issue, Eric Mumford completes his term as Book
Review Editor. We thank him for enlivening JSAH with stim-
ulating reviews of wide ranging publications for the past three
years. JSAH also welcomes to the masthead Beatriz Colomina,
our new Multimedia Review Editor.
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