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This listing focuses on historical studies, with an emphasis is on scholarly work published during
the past forty years. I have also included some popular histories due to the wealth of information they
afford and monographs on out-of-town architects who made a major contribution locally. Institutional
histories are generally not included unless they cover the physical dimension in some detail.

The geographic area covered outside the District of Columbia encompasses Montgomery and
Prince George's counties in Maryland and Arlington and Fairfax counties as well as the independent
municipalities of Alexandria and Falls Church in Virginia.

Studies focusing on building or landscape types, aside from houses, are generally listed under the
appropriate typological category even if their subjects are located Maryland or Virginia. The categories
were developed for convenient reference, but most listings could easily be in at least two such groupings,
so scanning the range of potential categories is recommended. Additional material on Maryland can be
found in Richard Longstreth, comp., "A Historical Bibliography of the Built Environment in Baltimore and
Maryland," on this website.

Repositories consulted include the Alexandria Public Library, Special Collections; Arlington
County Public Library, Virginia Room; District of Columbia Public Library, Washingtoniana Division;
Fairfax City Regional Library, Virginia Room; General Services Administration Library; George
Washington University, Gelman Library; Historical Society of Washington, D.C.; Library of Congress;
Montgomery County Historical Society; National Park Service, National Capital Region, Technical
Information Center; Prince George's County Memorial Library System, Hyattsville Branch, Maryland
Room; and University of Maryland, Architecture Library and McKeldin Library.

Thanks go to Howard Gillette, Eileen McGuckian, Susan Pearl, Pamela Scott, and Richard Guy

Wilson for reviewing a draft and adding to the list. Additions and corrections are welcome; please send
them to me at rwl@gwu.edu.
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University of California Press, 2002
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Smithsonian Institution Press, 1996

Culbertson, Graham Wooten, “’Life Was Doing Something New’: The Making of the American
Metropolis, 1870-1920,” Ph. D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 2013
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Daum, Andreas W., and Christof Mauch, Berlin, Washington, 1800-2000: Capital Cities, Cultural
Representations, and National Identities, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005

Elfenbein, Jessica L., et al., Civics, Commerce, and Community: The History of the Greater Washington
Board of Trade, 1889-1989, Washington: Center for Washington Area Studies, George

Washington University; and Dubuque, lowa: Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 1989

Farrar, Margaret E., Building the Body Politic: Power and Urban Space in Washington, D.C., Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2008
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Washington History 2 (fall-winter 1990-91): 48-73, 108-11

Gale, Dennis E., Washington, D.C.: Inner-City Revitalization and Minority Suburbanization, Philadelphia:
Temple University Press, 1988

Gillette, Howard, Jr., Between Justice and Beauty: Race, Planning, and the Failure of Urban Policy in
Washington, D.C., 1995; reprint ed., Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006

, "A National Workshop for Urban Policy: The Metropolitanization of
Washington, 1946-1968," Public Historian 7 (winter 1985): 8-27

Graves, Donald E., “Why the White House Was Burned: An Investigation into the British Destruction of
Public Buildings in Washington in August 1814,” Journal of Military History 76 (October 2012):
1095-1127

Green, Constance McLaughlin, Secret City: A History of Race Relations in the Nation’s Capital, Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1967

, Washington: A History of the Capital, 1800-1950, 1962; reprint ed.,
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976

Gutheim, Frederick, The Potomac, 1949; reprint ed., New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1974

Harrigan, Robert E., Pastimes in Washington: Leisure Activity in the Capital Area, 1800-1995, Bowie,
Md.: Heritage Books, 2002

Heard, Sandra Rena, “The ‘Bad’ Black Consumer: A Study of African-American Consumer Culture in
Washington, D.C., 1910s-1930s,” Ph.D. dissertation, George Washington University, 2010

Honnighausen, Lothar, and Andreas Falke, eds., Washington, D.C.: Interdisciplinary Approaches,
Tubingen: A. Francke, 1993

Jackson, Maurice, “Washington, DC: From the Founding of a Slaveholding Capital to a Center of
Abolitionism,” Journal of African Diaspora Archacology & Heritage 2 (May 2013): 38-64

Jacobs, Kathryn Allamong, Capital Elites: High Society in Washington, D.C., after the Civil War,
Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1995

Junior League of Washington, An Illustrated History: The City of Washington, New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1977




Krugler, David F., This Is Only a Test: How Washington, D.C., Prepared for Nuclear War, New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2006

Larson, Katherine, ed., World Film Locations: Washington, D.C., Chicago: Intellect Books, 2015

Lewis, Tom, Washington: A History of Our National City, New York: Basic Books, 2015

Lessoff, Alan, The Nation and Its City: Politics, "Corruption," and Progress in Washington, D.C., 1861-
1902, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994

Luria, Sarah, Capital Speculations: Writing and Building Washington, D.C., Durham, N.H.: University of
New Hampshire Press, 2005

McGovern, Stephen J., The Politics of Downtown Development: Dynamic Political Cultures in San
Francisco and Washington, D.C., Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1998

Madsen, Annelise K., “Columbia and Her Foot Soldiers: Civic Art and the Demand for Change at the 1913
Suffrage Pageant-Procession,” Winterthur Portfolio 48 (winter 2014): 283-310

Melder, Keith, with Melinda Young Stuart, City of Magnificent Intentions: A History of Washington,
District of Columbia, 1983; revised ed., Washington: Intac, 1997

Moore, Jacqueline M., Leading the Race: The Transformation of the Black Elite in the Nation’s Capital
1880-1920, Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1999

Pitch, Anthony, S., “Patriotism and Reconstruction of Washington, D.C., after the British Invasion of
1814,” in Lawrence J. Vale and Thomas J. Campanella, eds., The Resilient City: How Modern
Cites Recover from Disaster, New York: Oxford University Press, 2005, 97-116

Sturtevant, Lee, “A Short Biography of Charles Carroll Glover (1846-1936),” Washington: by the author,
2002

URBANISM

Early Development

Alexander, Thomas G., “Red Rock and Grey Stone: Senator Reed Smoot, the Establishment of Zion and
Bryce Canyon National Parks, and the Rebuilding of Downtown Washington, D.C.,” Pacific
Historical Review 72 (February 2003): 1-38

Arnebeck, Bob, "Tracking the Speculators: Greenleaf and Nicholson in the Federal City," Washington
History 3 (spring-summer 1991): 112-25, 140

Bedini, Silvio A., The Jefferson Stone, Frederick, Md.: Professional Surveyors Publishing Co., 1999

, "The Survey of the Federal Territory: Andrew Ellicott and Benjamin Banneker,"
Washington History 3 (spring-summer 1991): 76-95, 137-38

Berg, Scott W., Grand Avenues: The Story of the French Visionary Who Designed Washington, D.C.,
New York: Pantheon, 2007

Bordewich, Fergus M. Washington: The Making of the American Capital, New York: Amistad, 2008



Bowling, Kenneth R., Creating the Federal City, 1774-1800: Potomac Fever, Washington: American
Institute of Architects Press, 1988

, The Creation of Washington, D.C.: The Idea and the Location of the American
Capital, Fairfax, Va.: George Mason University Press, 1991

, “From "Federal Town’ to ‘National Capital’: Ulysses S. Grant and the
Reconstruction of Washington, D.C.,” Washington History 14 (spring-summer 2002): 8-25

, "The Other G. W.: George Walker and the Creation of the National Capital,"
Washington History 3 (fall-winter 1991-92): 5-21, 90-91

Brandenburg, David J., and Mellicent H. Brandenberg, "The Duc de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt's Visit to
the Federal City in 1797: A New Translation," Records of the Columbia Historical Society 49
(1973-74): 35-60

Carter, Charles Carroll, et al., Creating Capitol Hill: Place, Proprietors, and People, Washington: U.S.
Capitol Historical Society, 2018

Davis, Timothy, “Inventing Nature in Washington, D.C.,” in Arthur Molella and Joyce Bedi, eds.,
Inventing for the Environment, Cambridge: MIT Press, 2003, 32-81

Dougherty, J. P., "Baroque and Picturesque Motifs in L'Enfant's Design for the Federal Capital,”
American Quarterly 26 (March 1974): 23-36

Dumbauld, Edward, "Thomas Jefferson and the City of Washington," Records of the Columbia Historical
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Gillette, Howard, Jr., ed., Southern City, National Ambition: The Growth of Early Washington, D.C.,
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Studies, George Washington University, 1995

Grigg, Milton L., "Thomas Jefferson and the Development of the National Capital," Records of the
Columbia Historical Society [41] (1953-56): 31-100

Harris, C. M., "Washington's 'Federal City," Jefferson's federal town," Washington History 12 (spring-
summer 2000): 49-53, 160-61

, "Washington's Gamble, L'Enfant's Dream: Politics, Design, and the Founding of the
National Capital," William and Mary Quarterly 56 (July 1999): 527-64

Harrison, Michael R., “The ‘Evil of the Misfit Subdivisions’: Creating the Permanent System of Highways
of the District of Columbia,” Washington History 14 (spring-summer 2002): 26-55

Hawkins, Don Alexander, "The Landscape of the Federal City: A 1792 Walking Tour," Washington
History 3 (spring-summer 1991): 10-33



Hodgkins, George W., "Naming the Capitol and the Capital," Records of the Columbia Historical Society
44 (1960-62): 36-53

Jackson, Donald E., "L'Enfant's Washington: An Architect's View," Records of the Columbia Historical
Society 50 (1980): 398-420

Jennings, J. 1. Sibley, Jr., "Artistry as Design," Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress 36 (summer
1979): 225-78
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Conflict on the Streets of Early Washington,” in David Shields, ed., Material Culture in Anglo-
America: Regional identity and Urbanity in the Tidewater, Lowcountry, and Caribbean,
Columbia: University South Carolina Press, 2009, 328-51
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(spring-summer 1991): 96-111, 139-40
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Washington: Chesapeake Book Company, 2011

Stephenson, Richard W., "The Delineation of a Grand Plan," Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress
36 (summer 1979): 207-24

, A Plan Whol[l]y New: Pierre Charles [.’Enfant’s Plan for the City of Washington,
Washington: Library of Congress, 1993

Thompson, Damien Juan, “Pictures on the Wall: Urban Reconstructing, Gentrification and the Struggle
for Place in Twenty-first century Washington, D.C.,” Ph.D. dissertation, American University,
2007

Verheyen, Egon, ""The Splendor of Its Empire': Reconsidering Jefferson's Role in the Planning of
Washington," in Erich Hubala and Gunter Schweikhart, eds., Festschrift Herbert Sibbenhuner,
Wurzburg: Ferdinand Schoningh, 1978, 183-206

Planning and Public Space

Arroyo, Nenette, “First Lady Helen Taft’s Lunetta Remembered in Washington’s Potomac Park,” White
House History 34 (fall 2013): 54-63

Atherton, Charles H., “An Insider’s Reflections on the Development of Washington 1960-2004,”
Washington History 18:1-2 (2006): 46-77

Barthold, Elizabeth, "The Predicament of the 'Parklets': Understanding Washington's Smaller Parks,"
Washington History 5 (spring-summer 1993): 28-45, 91-92




Bednar, Michael, L’Enfant’s Legacy: Public Open Spaces in Washington, D.C., Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2006

Benton-Short, Lisa, “Bollards, Bunkers, and Barriers: Securing the National Mall in Washington, DC,”
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 25 (2007): 424-46

, The National Mall: No Ordinary Public Space, Toronto: University of Toronto Press,

2016

Bushong, William, "Rock Creek Park, District of Columbia, Historic Resource Study," National Park
Service, 1990

, and Piera M. Weiss, "Rock Creek Park: Emerald of the Capital City," Washington
History 2 (fall-winter 1990-91): 4-29, 106-08

Cable, Mary, The Avenue of the Presidents, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1969

Davis, Timothy, “Inventing Nature in Washington, D.C.,” in Arthur Molella and Joyce Bedi, eds.,
Inventing for the Environment, Cambridge: MIT Press, and Washington, Lemelson Center,
Smithsonian Institution, 2003, 31-81

Dolan, Thomas Wright, "Meridian Hill Park, Washington, D.C." M.A. thesis, University of Virginia, 1983

Drutchas, Geoffrey G., “The Man with A Capital Design,” Michigan History 86 (March-April 2002): 27-38
[James McMillan]

Duempelmann, Sonja, “Creating Order with Nature: Transatlantic Transfer of Ideas in Park System
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Perspectives 24 (April 2009): 143-73

Einberger, Scott, A History of Rock Creek Park: Wilderness & Washington, D.C., Charleston, S.C.:
History Press, 2014
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Fanning, Kay, “Union Square: Cultural Landscape Inventory,” National Capital Region Office,
National Park Service, Washington (http://www.nps.gov/nationalmallplan.gov/history.html)

Farrar, Margaret E. Building the Body Politic: Power and Urban Space in Washington, D.C., Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2008

Glazer, Nathan, and Cynthia R. Field, eds., The National Mall: Rethinking Washington’s Monumental
Core, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008
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Glickman, Barbara, Capital Splendor: Gardens and Parks of Washington, D.C., Woodstock, Vt.:
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Gournay, [sabelle, “Washington: The DC’s History of Unresolved Conflicts,” in David Gordon, ed.,
Planning Twentieth Century Capital Cities, New York: Routledge, 2006, 115-29
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National Capital, 1997, revised ed., Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006
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Plan,” Washington History 14 (fall-winter 2002): 70-95
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of Architectural Education 53 (February 2000): 146-58 [Mall]
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