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Reader’s Advisory

Phygital Spaces

Al

Articles and Segments

This task is taken on by Qiying (Andrea) Ruan through May 2024. Andrea is pictured below.

Andrea assisted with the preparation of the December selections and is assuming
responsibility for all the selections beginning January 2024 until her May graduation. Her last
list will be included in the June Booklist. Andrea is currently a fifth student in the B.ARCH
program with a special interest in new possibilities for the discipline. Since freshman year,
Andrea has participated in the SOA Magazine Club as led by Dean Michael Speaks. Andrea’s
goal for the Articles and Segments is to locate articles on new trends in the industry.
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Here are her suggested readings:

Bilbao, Tatiana. “Mexico: Ciudad que es un Pais - A City that Is a Country”. A+U. (February
2024). p.4-12.

“Every city has its own complexity, and Mexico City is no different. With a history formed by
complex layers of different civilizations, Mexico City’s story is not linear, nor cyclical. | would say
it is ever-changing. The geology of the city adds another set of layers, physical ones, of
complexity. It sits on top of a former lake, in a high seismic area. [...] The condition of the
ground defines us. And as with many of the coinciding cosmogonies of the past in my region,
these mountains protect us; the lake gave to us and now takes from us, and the seismic
conditions also add and take. The way we inhabit this planet has a tremendous effect in shaping
our lives, and growing up on a ground that is not entirely stable, both physically and
metaphorically, has definitely shaped the work we do” (4).

Galofaro, Luca. “The Remains of Public Architecture”. Domus. (Issue 1085, December 2023).
p.4-11.

“The idea that housing is the mirror of the country’s cultural system is increasingly obvious.
Today’s housing crisis, as in the 1970s, is an endemic problem of our cities, increasingly
consumed by tourism and rental income, which has transformed homes into gold-plated
reserves of so many square metres, to be exploited in every way, shifting the discourse away
from development policies for a public city. We no longer speak of residential buildings as
capable of driving change, but of architects capable of triggering it, only by their undoubted
ability to shape real estate development managed by private funds. New strategies have to be
considered to rethink the city and stop its rapid transformation” (10).

Kaltenbach, Frank. “Living Together Instead of Building Anew”. Detail. (April 2024). p.8-12.

“My research doesn’t focus on vacant properties but rather on underutilized housing capacity
missed by official statistics, such as partially occupied apartments with spare rooms or
unoccupied floors. My dissertation, ‘Invisible Living Space’, explores initiatives worldwide aimed
at mobilizing these reserves, assessing the potential space generated and the feasibility of
widespread implementation efforts. [...] Building 300,000 new apartments annually equals the
yearly emissions from operating and heating all 43 million existing households in Germany. [...]
Considering the aging population trend in Central Europe, it’s clear that many single-family
homes are occupied by only one or two older residents once their adult children leave. With
some 15 million single-family homes in Germany, there’s potential to create around 100,000
apartments per year solely from their underutilized space” (9).

Kivisto, Tuulia. “Concept: Fluid”. Arkkitehti. (Issue 1, 2023). p.27-29.



“In a city, fluidity can be associated with the smoothness of movement. Cultural geographer
Doreen Massey, among others, has suggested that cities and places are, in fact, processes.
However, urban environments are often read as if they were complete and finished, even
though constant change is part of the core essence of urban life. Within a built environment,
change is viewed as deviations, errors and temporariness, whereas in nature, such movement is
perceived as being beautiful and cyclical. Fluidity offers a new perspective on the essence and
features of an urban environment. Musing over the word it might spark a welcome connotation
of an easy flow of movement” (27, 28).

Kubota, Katsufumi. “Katsufumi Kubota: HA-HOUSE”. GA Houses. (Issue 190, September 2023).
p.46-59.

“This building sits on a site directly overlooking the sea in the south of Osaka Bay, with nothing
to block the 180-degree panoramic view. The clear azure sea, wavering right before our eyes,
feels warm when it embraces us in paradise-like tenderness of nature, and dark cold when the
wind and waves are threateningly rampant. Nature has such a fiercely tremendous amplitude
that oscillates between warmth and coldness. We strive for architecture that unifies our minds
with nature while embracing its gentleness and cruelty” (51).

Marani, Matthew. “Structural Stone Makes a Comeback”. Architectural Record. (April 2024).
p.110-114.

“The industry does not have to reinvent itself, [...] but can relearn the language of the medium
with lessons gleaned from prefabricated steel, concrete, and, in recent years, mass timber.
‘Stone is, in fact, a natural concrete,’ Bidaud says. ‘We aim to elevate stone to its full potential
as a structural material, which has always been used as a sort of compressive architecture.’ [...]
[T]he perception of exorbitant cost associated with stone construction is because it is used
primarily for cladding. ‘Huge amounts of what is quarried — around 80 percent —never reaches
the market due to unpopular color or visual flaws, though it remains structurally viable,” Webb
explains. Those offcuts come cheap, at around the same cost as the cement and aggregate used
for precast concrete, and without the need for formwork” (110, 111).

Mariotti, Walter. “Let’s Talk About the Future - Interview with Norman Foster”. Domus. (Issue
1085, December 2023). p.4-11.

“How can you separate architecture from technology? Architecture at any period in history is a
manifestation of that period's technology, whether it’'s a Romanesque church or a Gothic
cathedral, they were built using the high technology of that period. The idea that high
technology belongs to us today is the ultimate arrogance. Architecture is the embodiment of
the building technology of the time, and it’s always stretching the limits. [...] The state of our
cities, the state of our architecture, is the state of our civilisation. The art of building is about
the human spirit, about spiritual as well as material needs” (9, 11).



Migayrou, Frédéric. “Emotional Geography: Norman Foster’s Places and Encounters”. Domus.
(Issue 1085, December 2023). p.65-72.

“Since the 1960s, Foster has focused on the interrelations between technical systems and social
systems, which he describes in a text titled Social Ends, Technical Means (1977). ‘This design
approach is perhaps best characterised as a process of integration, reconciling views and
polarities which might otherwise be in conflict; for example: the company versus the
community; public versus private; new versus old; time and cost versus quality and innovation;
socially acceptable versus commercially viable.” The environment and human organisations are
considered open sociotechnical systems that must constantly adapt in order to evolve.
Gradually, Foster developed the notion of responsive environment, where technique, beyond
the concept of high-tech most often associated with his work, is no longer conceived as a
means, but as a system whose evolution is associated with natural, societal and human
contexts” (65).

Oh, Daniel. “An Immersive Urban Experience: ‘La Mercé de Picasso”. Space. (Issue 674, January
2024). p.122-125.

“From the 22th of September to the 1st of October 2023, the exhibition ‘La Mercé de Picasso’
was held to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Pablo Picasso’s death. The exhibition venue,
located in Barcelona’s Plaga de la Mercé, featured a structure with a white background, yet no
artworks were visible. The site once housed the house where Picasso spent his early adulthood,
but the buildings have since been demolished. A lively festival takes place every year at the end
of September, but during regular times, the vacant land is left neglected. Plaga de la Mercé
holds a variety of layered memories. Daniel Oh (professor, Korea University) believes that the
collective memory of public spaces can connect communities, using AR (augmented reality)
technology to summon accumulated memories and inject new ones. SPACE explores his story,
delving into the new possibilities of architecture through the technology of AR and immersive
urban experiences” (122).

Pawlitschko, Roland. “Open Spaces in Buildings - Benchmarks for Community”. Detail. (April
2024). p.24-35.

“Open spaces integrated into buildings support their enduring and sustainable use. [...]
Comparable to urban space, multi-functional and commonly usable open spaces in buildings are
not simply the outcome of providing the necessary area. Instead, they require intentionally
structured spatial proposals, enmeshed with access pathways and visual connections to the
surroundings. Particularly in the case of residential buildings, they correspond to the basic
human need for community and retreat. If they are successful, they lead to multi-faceted types
of architecture that support the wellbeing of their users while demonstrating robustness and
resilience. A brief excursion into architectural history shows us fascinating projects of the past
100 years that continue to be relevant to this day - specifically because of the remarkable way
they integrate open spaces” (33, 34).



Vesikansa, Kristo. “Caring for People Needs Architecture”. Arkkitehti. (Issue 2, 2023). p.10.

“The Architecture of Care is a fitting symbol of the Finnish welfare state, both when it comes to
the ideals and objectives and when it comes to a number of the problems. A network of care
buildings covering the entire country should - at least in theory - guarantee equal access to
social and health care services to all citizens, from child welfare clinics to hospice care. On the
other hand, the aging complexes, pieced together little by little over time and riddled with
indoor air issues, can be viewed as a metaphor for a system in need of a thorough overhaul”
(10).

Volner, lan. “Still Standing: Boston Government Service Center, Paul Rudolph, 1971”.
Architecture Today. (Issue 330, March / April 2024). p.12-13.

“While many of Rudolph's high-maintenance public buildings have faced demolition, one of his
most confounding architectural statements stands as an enduring testament to his
confrontational style. [...] The paradoxes of Paul Rudolph's buildings are often tough to crack,
and the truths that they reveal are not to everyone's liking. His most important public
commissions, mostly dating to the 1960s, could be typified as Brutalist - not everyone's cup of
tea to be sure, though even that movement enjoys a broader fanbase nowadays than Rudolph's
work, which often seems to preserve Brutalism's self-seriousness while scrapping its lovable sci-
fi eccentricity. But especially in his civic projects, Rudolph was after something different than
his concrete contemporaries: not a vision of the urban future, but a visceral expression of the
social present; not a machine for forging a new collective identity, but a very human crucible for
individual, creative becoming. It's strong stuff, and in the historic heart of old New England, he
served it up with no chaser” (12).

Booklist

The Topic is Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility

Chadha, Sukriti. Beyond Accessibility Compliance: Building the Next Generation of Inclusive

Products. 1%t edition. n.p.: Apress, 2022. ISBN: 9781484279472. 164 Pages. $33.13.

The Subject is Architecture
Architects

Anderson, Richard. Wolkenbiigel: El Lissitzky as Architect. Cambridge: The MIT Press,
2024. ISBN: 9780262048781. 380 pages. Hardcover: $65.00.
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Ayers, Andrew. Jean-Yves Barrier: Architect and Urbanist. Fellbach, Germany: Edition
Axel Menges, 2009. ISBN: 9783932565243. 176 pages. Hardcover: $64.19.

Boone, Veronique. Le Corbusier on Camera: The Unknown Films of Ernest Weissmann.
Basel: Birkhduser, 2024. ISBN: 9783035627299. 176 pages. Paperback: S 84.76.

Casqueiro, Fernando. Mies van der Rohe. The Collective Housing Collection. Vitoria-
Gasteiz, Spain: a + t architecture publishers, 2022. ISBN: 9788409456635. 306 pages.
Hardcover: $11.43.

Chiffre, Lorenzo De. Hollein Calling: Architectural Dialogues. Zurich: Park Books, 2024.
ISBN: 9783038603405. 220 pages. Paperback: $40.00.

Eaude, Michael. Antoni Gaudi. London: Reaktion Books, 2024. ISBN: 9781789148374.
224 pages. Paperback: $20.58.

Galerie d’architecture de Paris. Roger Boltshauser—Response (Swiss Architecture
Yearbook). Zurich: Park Books, 2023. ISBN: 9783038603320. 160 pages. Paperback:
S55.64.

Hall, Ivan. John Carr of York: Collected Essays. London: Paul Holberton Publishing, 2024.
ISBN: 9781399959155. 500 pages. Hardcover: $47.78.

Jager, Gerd. Building for Everyday Life Bauen fiir den Alltag 2010—-2025: Baumschlager
Eberle Berlin. Basel: Birkhduser, 2024. ISBN: 9783035628388. 400 pages. Hardcover:
$58.62.

MIAS Architects. The Loop Project. Barcelona: Actar, 2024. ISBN: 9781638400752. 320
pages. Hardcover: $40.18.
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Naude, Adele. Adele Naudé: A Form of Practice. Novato, CA: ORO Editions, 2024. ISBN:
9781957183435. 340 pages. Hardcover: $45.99.

Stella, Franco, Franco Stella: The Berlin Castle - Humboldt Forum: Construction and
Reconstruction of Architecture. Berlin: Wasmuth & Zohlen, 2024. ISBN: 9783803023834.
143 pages. Hardcover: $33.32.

Pacini, Lauren R. Empire Builders: An Illustrated History of the Rise and Fall of
Cleveland's Van Sweringen Brothers. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2024.
ISBN-13: 978-0253069825. 286 pages. Hardcover: $45.00.

Poulsen, Katrine Stenum. Arne Jacobsen: Designing Denmark. Aarhus, Denmark: Aarhus
University Press, 2024. ISBN: 9788775972906. 260 pages. Hardcover: $59.99.

Toromanoff, Agata. Belgian Architects Today. West-Vlaaderen, Belguim: Lannoo
Publishers , 2024. I1SBN: 9789401491068. 304 pages. Hardcover: $52.79. Hardcover:
$52.79.

Architecture, Ancient

Bats, Adeline. Storage in Ancient Egypt and Nubia: Earthen architecture and building
techniques. Leiden: Sidestone Press, 2024. ISBN: 978-9464262247. 196 pages.
Paperback: $45.00.

Bowen, Gillian E. The Excavations at Ismant al-Kharab: Volume Il - The Christian
Monuments of Kellis: The Churches and Cemeteries. Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2024. ISBN:
9781789259636. 488 pages. Hardcover: $79.95.

Architecture, Contemporary
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